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World TB Day 2021

Community engagement: The highlight 
of activities across the country
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World TB Day, recognized on March 24 each year, is an 
opportunity to focus on the needs of  people affected 
by this disease, reflect on the interventions in place to 
address their needs, and to call for accelerated action to 
eliminate TB, and the suffering and death it causes.  

In the days leading up to World TB Day 2021, KHPT 
sought to draw attention to the need to focus on 
specific vulnerable populations to accelerate TB 

elimination. Through a webinar, events at state and 
national level, as well as a social media campaign, we 
attempted to reinforce the importance of  engaging 
with civil society and community structures to drive 
the TB agenda at the grassroots. We emphasized that 
the community is the greatest influence as it helps 
in building increased ownership and a sustained 
response towards TB control at a local level.

KHPT hosts webinar on keeping community 
structures at the centre of  the TB response

• Dr Raghuram Rao, Deputy Director, Central TB 
Division 

• Mr Mohan HL, CEO, KHPT
• Dr Dalbir Singh, President, Global Coalition Against 

TB
• Dr Lucica Ditiu, Executive Director, Stop TB 

Partnership
• Dr Rajeev Gowda, National Spokesperson- Congress 

and Indian Parliamentarian 
• Dr Reuben Swamickan, Division Chief, Tuberculosis 

and Infectious Diseases, USAID 
• Mr Chandan B K, TB Champion

An extensive social media campaign with a clear 
call to action highlighted facts and challenges 
related to TB, community initiatives and TB 
Champions’ stories from the ground; this was 
successfully implemented prior to, during and in 
the days after World TB Day, to ensure reach across 
multiple platforms, including Facebook, LinkedIn, 
Instagram and Twitter. Two Facebook Live sessions 
were conducted with prominent personalities, 
reaching more than 2000 attendees. 

NATIONAL-LEVEL ENGAGEMENT 

A webinar titled, ‘Understanding TB within Community 
Structures: Integrating the most Vulnerable’ was held 
on March 22 with over 200 participants.  The key 
speakers included:

The panel discussion revolved around strengthening 
community engagement at the grassroots through 
policy and prog rammatic guidance for community 
structures and was moderated by Dr Sukriti Chauhan, 
Advocacy Lead, Breaking the Barriers, KHPT. The 
webinar may be viewed here: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4vb0-1ztW1g.

In addition to social media, there were extensive print 
and electronic media activities conducted with the 
highest levels of  NTEP leadership, including Former 
Director General, Dr K.S. Sachdeva. Four articles 
and two television interviews were carried by leading 
publications and online mediums, which were shared 
further on social media to expand impact. About 20 
million people were reached through a press release 
that was carried in over 100 publications. 

Top left to right: Dr Sukriti Chauhan Advocacy Lead, Breaking the Barriers, 
KHPT, Dr Dalbir Singh President, Global Coalition Against TB, Dr Rajeev 
Gowda Parliamentarian, Indian National Congress. Bottom left to right:  
Mr Chandan BK TB Champion, Mr Mohan H.L CEO, KHPT, Dr Lucica 
Ditiu Executive Director, Stop TB Partnership at the World TB Day webinar.

Opinion pieces in print media

Social media post for Facebook live
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Dr. Amar Shah, Project Management Specialist 
(Tuberculosis Care and Control), USAID; Dr. 
Sumitha Chalil Consultant- Community Engagement, 
CTD; and Ms. Sophia Khumukcham, Consultant- 
Community Engagement, CTD, visited the stall, and 
interacted with BTB Community Coordinator Ms. 
Khashimbi and representatives of  the KHPT team.

The visitors appreciated the  community structures’ 
initiative and left encouraging messages for the 
frontline workers on the message board. Dr. Arti 
Ahuja also had a brief  virtual interaction with TB 
adolescent champions from Bagalkot, Karnataka. 

KHPT exhibits community interventions at World TB Day event in Delhi

KHPT was invited to exhibit at the World TB  Day 
event organized by the Central TB Division (CTD) at  
Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi on March 
24. We showcased our community engagement work 
through posters, films, project briefs, and infographics. 
A message board was installed for visitors to send 
supportive messages to our frontline workers and 
make the stall more interactive. Dignitaries including 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Minister of  Health, Ministry of  
Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), Government of  
India; Dr. Arti Ahuja, Additional Secretary, MoHFW, 
Government of  India; Dr. Reuben Swamickan, Division 
Chief, Tuberculosis and Infectious Diseases, USAID; 
 

STATE-LEVEL ENGAGEMENT 

Karnataka

KHPT attended Karnataka state’s event observing 
World Tuberculosis (TB) Day on March 24 at Arogya 
Soudha in Bengaluru. The event was graced by senior 
officials from the state Department of  Health and 
Family Welfare services and allied departments. 

Dr. K Sudhakar, the Honourable Minister, Department 
of  Health and Family Welfare and Medical Education, 
Government of  Karnataka (GoK), released a document 
on ‘Kshaya Mukta Karnataka’ (TB-free Karnataka), 

Health Minister launches KHPT communication materials at World TB Day event in Karnataka

along with several communications products 
developed under the USAID-funded Tuberculosis 
Health Action Learning Initiative (THALI) and 
Breaking the Barriers projects. These included the 
Community Engagement toolkit, brochures on 
TB for local government representatives, frontline 
workers and school students, and posters related to 
the Nikshay Poshan Yojana and themes of  stigma and 
testing in alignment with the TB Day theme of  ‘The 
Clock is Ticking’.

Dr. Arti Ahuja, Additional Secretary, Ministry of  Health and Family 
Welfare, Government of  India at the KHPT stall

KHPT stall at WTD event, 
Ambedkar International Centre, 
New Delhi

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Minister of  
Health, Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of  India, 
interacting with BTB team at the stall
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The materials were also released on stage by Dr K 
V Thrilok Chandra, IAS, Commissioner, Health and 
Family Welfare, GoK; Dr. Arundhathi Chandrasekar, 
IAS, Mission Director, National Health Mission, GoK;  
Dr. H Sudarshan, Chairman, Task Force on Health and 
Family Welfare, GoK; Dr. Om Prakash Patil, Director, 
Directorate of  Health and Family Welfare Services, 
GoK; Dr  Ramesh Chandra Reddy, Joint Director-TB, 
GoK; Ms. Amrita Goswami, Project Management 
Specialist, Health Office, USAID India, and  Mr. 
Mohan  HL, CEO, KHPT. Dr Karthikeyan Karthik, 
Thematic Lead- TB, KHPT; and Dr Joseph Frances 
Munjattu, State Lead, Breaking the Barriers, also 
attended the event.Dignitaries at the event release posters developed by KHPT

In Karnataka, across the districts of  Belagavi, Ballari, 
Koppal and Bagalkot, World TB Day was observed 
through a series of  activities in collaboration with the 
district and state NTEP. 

In Belagavi, month-long celebrations were held 
involving communities and stakeholders. A sensitization 
training for TB Champions was organized on March 
3 at the at USM-KLEs Medical University, Belagavi, 
which was attended by 29 TB Champions. KHPT 
staff  also attended a public event organized by the 
district NTEP, which was also attended by government 
officers, NTEP staff, NGO representatives, leaders of  
community structures and TB Champions. 

Simultaneously, across Tuberculosis Units (TUs) in the 
district, events were organized to reach out to people 
with TB messages and screening services. On  March 
19, a screening and awareness camp was organized for 
the sanitation workers of  the Belagavi City Corporation 
at which 45 workers were screened. On March 22, a 
TB awareness and screening event was organized for 
the labourers of  Cotton Mill Industries, Bailhongal, 
where 59 labourers were screened and 28 presumptives 
referred. A TB awareness and health check-up camp 
was organized by the community structures at Athani 
TU on March 23, at which 54 persons were screened for 
TB and 7 symptomatics referred for testing. The same 
day, a TB awareness and screening camp was organized 
for construction workers at the railway station; 45

workers were screened and 40 presumptives referred.
In Belagavi north, a similar event was conducted for 
construction workers on 24th March; 17 persons were 
screened and 12 presumptive cases were referred 
for testing. In partnership with BIRDS-TI NGO, a 
screening camp was held for construction workers; 27 
presumptive TB cases were identified and referred for 
testing.

In addition, rallies, painting and rangoli competitions, 
and door-to-door campaigns were organized on 
the day. Community Structure leaders, NTEP 
representatives, school children, teachers as well as 
community members actively participated in these 
events.

Awareness campaigns and events held across BTB geographies in Karnatala

Media coverage of  
events held across 
Karnataka districts
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In Ballari, a series of  events were organized to mark 
World TB Day, under the theme ‘The clock is ticking’. 
This included an awareness campaign using an IEC Van 
from March 8-25, Kalajatha (street play) and Active 
Case Finding throughout the district.  

In partnership with the district NTEP, several programs 
were conducted in schools and at the ward level, with 
the active participation and support of  community 
structures. In Sandur alone, about 20 ASHAs reached 
out to about 900 households with information on TB 
and its treatment. A similar awareness drive was held at 
Hospet, inaugurated by the Assistant Commissioner, Mr 
Siddarameshwar. These events were also substantially 
covered by the print media in the district. 

On World TB Day in Koppal a cycle marathon was 
organized at Gangavathi town, covering a distance 
of  15 kms between Gangavathi and Anjanadri. The 
event concluded with a street play with TB messaging. 
Dr. Mahesh MG, DIstrict TB Officer (DTO); 
Dr  Hamsavenni, Consultant, WHO; other NTEP 
staff, ASHA workers representatives of  civil society 
organizations working in the district, school and 
college students and the media attended the event. 

In Kukanoor, a door-to-door campaign was undertaken 
by the community structure members, informing 
residents about TB and distributing IEC materials; they 
also checked whether any residents showed symptoms 
of  TB disease. Each member visited 30 houses a day. 
This was followed by a health check-up camp. On a 
single day, the camp covered eight vulnerable sites 
involving eight community structures and 15 members, 
reaching out to about 855 households and a population 
of  3220. 135 persons were screened and 27 cases 
referred to the Designated Microscopy Centre for 
sputum examination. Four persons were found 
to be TB positive. 

 Interaction with school students on TB, Ballari

A street play in progress in Ballari

Participants at the Cyclothon, Koppal

Community Structure members at a  door-to-door campaign, Kukanoor
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Telangana

The BTB team was invited to Telangana’s observation 
of  World TB Day in Hyderabad, at which the 
Community Engagement Toolkit, officially endorsed by 
the state NTEP, was released.  The Chief  Guest at the 
event  was Smt. Sweta Mohanty, IAS, District Collector, 
Hyderabad. Dr.Rajesham, Joint Director and  State TB 
Officer; Dr.Venkat, District Medical and Health Officer 
(DMHO) and Dr.S.Vijaya Kumar, District TB Control 
Officer, released  IEC materials published by KHPT. 

Community Engagement toolkit released at Telangana state World TB Day event

Community Structures and TB Champions engage in campaigns across Telangana

In the run-up to World TB Day in Telangana,  four TB 
Champions in Hyderabad participated in an All India 
Radio Program broadcast on March 23 and shared 
their experiences with TB and treatment. Another five 
TB Champions in Hyderabad spread messages on TB 
through FM Radio, which were broadcast for 3 days 
and reached and audience of  approximately 7.5 lakh. 
Similarly, two TB champions in Warangal shared their 
TB journey and advocated for early diagnosis and full 
treatment adherence on the Red FM 93.5 radio channel. 
These interviews were aired on World TB Day and 
reached a population of  3.5 lakh in Warangal city.

The BTB team in Telangana used Kalajatha, a popular 
traditional folk art, through a 5-day campaign organized 
across 10 selected industrial areas in two TUs in 
Sangareddy district. 

On March 23, two Kalajatha shows were conducted in 
Mahabubabad town in the vegetable market and the 
Mahabubabad bus stand. This event was conducted 
with support from Dr. Muralidhar, Program Officer 
TB; Dr. Sriram, District Medical and Health Officer, 
with support from the District Collector The market 
committee chairman and the Mahabubabad bus depot 

manager supported the initiative. These events 
were graced by NTEP officials and supported by 
community structures, and were widely covered by 
the media. 

An activity called “Connecting the Community” 
was conducted during the week leading up to World 
TB Day across all 14 TUs in Hyderabad, wherein 
interactions were facilitated between TU staff  and 
community structure leaders, urging them to support 
the TB program in their jurisdiction. TB Champions 
were felicitated during these meetings. 

Dignitaries releasing the Community Engagement Toolkit, Telengana

A street play underway in Telangana
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In Warangal, community structures, namely the 
Warangal Thapi Mesthri Association and the Alpha 
Omega Youth Association, shared the importance of  
joining hands to fight TB on the Red FM 93.5 radio 
channel to emphasize the End TB goal. On World 
TB Day, 10 community structures in Warangal were 
felicitated by Dr. Lalitha, District Medical and Health 
Officer; Dr. Sandhyarani, Principa, Kakatiya Medical

College; Dr. Yakub Pasha, Deputy DIstrict 
Medical and Health Officer; and Dr. Mallikarjun, 
District TB Control Officer (DTCO) for their 
commitment and relentless efforts in TB case 
finding. In Mahabubabad, six community structures 
were felicitated by DTCO Dr. Muralidhar, District 
Extensional Media Officer (DEMO) and District 
immunization officer. 

In Hyderabad, the BTB Team along with NTEP 
staff  and community structure leaders conducted 
four rallies at areas with vulnerable populations to 
reach out to people with message of  TB health. 
These rallies were followed by interactive meetings 
with community structure leaders, where information 
on TB and health was shared. Through these four 
events, an estimated 3000 people were covered in 
Hyderabad city. Similarly, four rallies in Warangal and 
three in Mahabubabad were conducted during the 
week leading up to World TB Day. 

Assam

Tea garden authorities and school representatives join WTD event in Assam

In Assam, the BTB team participated in activities 
organized by the state NTEP in Nagaon and Kamrup 
Metro districts. The day was marked with rallies, a 
parade by high school students, the distribution of  
masks among health workers, and cultural events. 
These events were held in collaboration with the 
Tea Association and high school authorities. Those 
present at the Nagaon event included Dr A. Pator, 
Joint Director of  Health Services, Nagaon; Dr. N.J. 
Das,  State TB Program Officer; Dr. Goswami, 
District TB Officer; Dr. P. Talukdar, WHO consultant; 
Dr. P. Bordoloi, State IEC Officer; and tea garden 
management officials,  including Mr. Raj Shekhar Dutta, 
Secretary, Amalgamated Plantations Private Limited, 
representatives of  the Assam Branch of  the Indian Tea 
Association , as well as tea garden Medical Officers 
headed by Dr. Hasan. 

Children undertake a rally in Sangareddy, Telengana

Public awareness event at Nagaon, Assam
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Bihar

Campaign expands reach through Patient Support Groups 

In Bihar, the BTB team supported the state NTEP 
in organizing a month-long TB awareness campaign 
building up towards World TB Day. The Janandolan 
under the TB Harega Desh Jeetega slogan was 
organized in collaboration with NTEP officials, CARE 
India’s Technical Support Unit (TSU) and other 
development partners. Under the campaign, the plan 
was to facilitate Patient Support Group (PSG) meetings 
at 534 TUs across 38 districts in the state, starting from 
the first week of  March to March 24. The campaign 
intended to reach the last mile population and included 
TB survivors and Champions, caregivers and treatment 
supporters, Panchayati Raj members and elected 
representatives, frontline workers, faith leaders, block-
level government development partners/NGOs, media 
including NTEP officials.

About 514 TB PSG meetings were organized in blocks 
across the state, reaching out to over 21,300 people 
(as of   March 20).  This includes 1640 members 
of  panchayati raj institutions, 232 religious leaders, 
1,682 TB Champions, 4,541 Treatment Supporters, 
230 Block Development Officers (BDOs), 511 Child 

Mr. Mangal Pandey, Minister for Health, Government of  Bihar, 
addressing the gathering at the World TB Day event

An opinion piece by Mr. Mangal Pandey, Health Minister,Bihar, in 
Prabhat Khabar 

Disclaimer: This report is made possible by the generous support of  the American people through the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of  KHPT and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of  USAID or the United States Government.

KHPT, March 2021
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Development Project Officer( CDPOs)/ Lady 
Supervisors, 290 Block Resource Persons (BRPs), 
400 Media representatives, 1,797 Block health 
officials, 286 Development partners and local NGOs, 
and other community members. 

This campaign was extensively covered by the media, 
with over 1586 stories published in print and online 
media across the state (as of  March 22) on PSGs, 
stories of  TB Champions and about key messages of  
the campaign. 

The BTB team also supported the State Health 
Society Bihar and NTEP in organizing the World TB 
Day programme with other development partners 
supporting the state NTEP. The Honourable Health 
Minister , Mr. Mangal Pandey,  emphasized the 
importance of  TB as Janandolan in the state and 
appreciated the joint initiative of  NTEP and BTB 
to organize Patient Support Group meetings across 
all blocks of  Bihar. He felicitated TB Champions, 
key doctors, Senior Treatment Supervisors, Senior 
TB Laboratory Supervisors and others, who have 
contributed to the fight against TB.


